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HISTORY  •  " 

Town  and  Churcli  of  New  Milford,  Conn. 

MEMORIAL  SEinrox. 

'*  One  *onerati()ti  ^hnW  nr.iise  thy  work^  to  another,  and  shall  declare 
Ihy  mighty  acts/'— P>.  145:  i. 

The  past  is  full  of  interest  and  instruction,  so  that  all 

concede  the  valii^  of  history.    Its  importance  is  manifest 

from  the  fact  that  about  two-tiiirds  of  (rod's  Floly  Wor.i 

i»  historical. 

The  history  of  any  and  every  part  of  the  earth  is  inter- 
estinij;  but  our  own  Country  and  State,  ti\e  town  in  which 
we  reside,  the  Church  to  which  we  b  doni^j,  and  the  fami- 
ly whose  name  we  bear,  are  to  us  of  the  greatest  interest. 
To-day,  therefore,  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  history  of 
this  Church,  Society  and  town. 

The  sources  of  information  on  these  subjects,  though 
bulky,  are  meagre  and  imperfect.    We  have 

1.  jMinutes  of  ihs  Proprietor's  Meetings  from  1706  to 
1801. 

2.  Records  of  Town  Meetings  from  1713. 

8.  Minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical 
Society,  from  December,  17r)3. 

4.  Ecclesiastical  Society's  Treasurer's  books  from  1803. 

5.  Church  Records  from  December  27th,  1727.  These 
are  not  complete;  the  book  kept  by  Mr.  Rood  is  missing. 

6.  MSS.  Notes  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Moore. 

7.  Recorils  of  Baptist  and  Methodist  Churches. 

8.  Memoir  of  >lrs.  .Mary  A.  Boardman,  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Schrot'der. 

9.  And  the  memory  of  persons  still  iivine. 

In  1703,  Col.  Rol)ert  Treat  and  others  representing  111 
persons,  all  of  Milford,  obtained  a  patent  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land  in  New  Haven  County,  formerly  called  Weanti- 
nogue.  This  tract  contained  84  square  tniles,  embracing 
what  is  now  Known  as  the  towns  of  Nj-w  Milford,  and 
Bridgewater,  with  parts  of^  Brookficld  and  New  Preston. 
It  cost  the  Proprietors  about  8  mills  an  acre.  The  fir  a 
settler,  though  not  a  Proprietor,  was  John  Nobh.-,  who 
came  here  from  Massachus^etts,  in  1707.  The  Indians 
were  then  and  long  afterwards  numerous,  but  seem  al- 
ways to  htive  been  on  friendly  terms  with  the  settlers. 
The  Proprietors  held  their  meetings  at  Milford  until  1715. 
The  first  Town  Meetiuir  seems  to  have  been  held  in  1713, 
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The  town  was  first  represented  in  tlie  Legislature  in  1725. 
The  first  record  of  freemen  was  made  in  1744.  Tlie  town 
belonged  to  Now  ILiven  Colony  until  the  incorporation  of 
Litchfield  County,  in  1751.  The  first  bridge  over  the 
Housatonic,  between  the  sea  and  its  source,  was  built  here 
in  1737.  The  first  school  in  the  town  was  opened  in  1721, 
and  was  taught  4  months  in  the  year,  the  town  paying 
half  the  expense. 

la  1707  two  persons  came  into  New  Milford. 

In  1712  there  were  here  12  families  or  between  CO  and 
70  persons.  A  census,  taken  in  1756,  reports  1137  in  the 
town  ;  another  taken  in  1774,  reported  2776,  while  in 
1800,  after  parts  of  the  town  had  been  ceded  to  Brookfleld 
and  Washington,  the  population  was  3198.  The  census  of 
of  1870,  gives  the  population  of  the  present  New  Milford, 
as  3586,  while  Brid^ewater,  formerly  a  part  of  this  town, 
has  877  inhabitants. 

New  Milford  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  cause  of  free 
dom.  In  1779  the  town  voted  4  busheL^  of  wheat  a  month 
to  every  man  who  volunteered  for  six  months,  and  three 
bushels  a  month  to  the  militia  m.m  who  marched  when 
ordered;  but,  if  they  failed  to  report  within  eight  days 
after  marching  orders,  they  forfeited  this  premium.  The 
town  also  supported  the  families  of  men  while  absent  in 
the  Continental  army.  In  1778  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
cy proposed  by  Congress,  styled  '*  The  United  States  of 
North  America,"  were  adopted  in  town  meetin^:,  except 
part  of  the  5th  article,  which  respects  the  mode  of  choos- 
ing Delegates  to  CV)n::res3  It  .vas  "Voted  that  the  Free- 
men will  always  hold  the  prerogative  and  sole  power  of 
choosing  our  Delegates  in  Congress  by  vote."  Subsequent- 
ly, **said  Articles  of  Confederacy  were  adopted  in  full  by 
the  meeting  without  a  dissenting  voice."  In  1783  it  was 
voted,  and  a  Committee  was  ap-3ointed  to  enforce  the  res- 
olution, that  all  refugees, or  "skedaddlers,"  as  tiiey  would 
now  he  termed,  as  well  as  all  who  had  voluntarily  gone 
ovor  to  the  enemy  during  tiie  war,  should  be  prohibited 
tr.)n\  returning  and  setrii  ig  in  the  town.  The  Adjutant- 
*i'Mi.,T.il  of  Connecticut,  rep'»ris  the  names  of  232  men 
tlh'  t<>wn  of  New  Milford  as  having  served  in  the 
of  United  States  during  the  Civil  War  of  1801- 
l  in  <  docs  not  iuclude  the  37  who  deserted  nor  the 
M,         ^^i'^hfrnornhlij  discharged. 
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The  town,  as  such,  lias  always  uphchl  the  causo  of  mo- 
rality and  good  order.  In  1787  certain  persons  were 
fined  for  brin.i]jing  into  the  town  and  entortainini^  un- 
wholesome inhabit.'^nts."  So  early  as  1729  it  was  voted  in 
town  meetinir  that  ''James  Hine  have  oversigiit  of  the  fe- 
male sex  durini^  exercises''  in  Church.  And  so  late  as 
1821  a  certain  person  was  fined  $1.G7  for  "breach  of  the 
Sabbath,"  but  this  fine  was  remitted. 

The  way  in  wliich  they  cared  for  the  poor  and  guardeJ 
the  interests  of  the  town,  appears  from  the  vo:e  of  1771  — 
'*That  a  black  bonnet,  a  red  woman's  cloak,  and  a  worst- 
ed i^own  be  kept  for  the  dauiihter  of  Hannah  Beeman  ;  if 
she  die  under  age,  tlie  town  to  have  them." 

The  first  sermon  was  preached  here  by  Col.  John  Reid, 
who  had  studied  for  the  ministry  in  lus  youth.  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Boardman,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  came  here  in  1712. 
The  next  year  it  was  vot^d  that  the  inhabitants  shoidd 
pay  all  the  expense  tiiat  had  been  incurred  in  obtainino-  a 
ministir,  also  to  lay  out  a  pastor's  lot,  to  dig  and  stone  up 
a  well  for  ^Ir,  Daniel  Boardman,  if  he  became  a  settled 
minister  in  New^Iilford.  3Icanwhile,  the  town  allowed 
5s.  Gd.  a  week  for  the  minister's  board.  In  1715  the  town 
agreed  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  attain  liberty  for 
the  settlement  of  the  worship  and  ordinances  of  God 
among  us."  This  was  the  subject  that  then  came  up  at 
every  meeting  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  not  until  1710 
that  they  made  arrangements  for  laying  out  a  burying 
ground  of  two  acres  ;  but  for  four  years  before  that  they 
had  been  contriving  and  planning  for  the  religious  in- 
struction of  tliemselves  and  families.  The  poverty  of  the 
people  a[)pears  in  the  resolution  adopted  as  to  Mr.  Board 
man's  salary,  one  tliird  of  which  was  to  be  paid  in  grain, 
two-thirds  in  labor,  linen,  or  pork  ;  the  establislied  price 
of  wheat  was  then  4s.  a  bushel,  rye,  2s.  8d.  corn  2s.  and 
oats  Is.;  part  of  the  agreement  being  that  ^Iv,  Boardman 
should  sell  the  irrain  which  he  had  to  spare  at  tiie  same 
prices  to  the  inhabitants.  In  accordance  with  a  vote  of 
the  town,  Mr.  Boardman  was  ordained  November  21st, 
171G. 

So  far  as  the  records  show,  there  was  then  entre  unanim- 
ity of  religious  belief  and  opinion  among  the  people.  The 
Ecclesiastical  Society  and  the  Town  were  practically  one 
and  tile  same.    Everything  regarding  the  building  and  ii 
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nances  of  the  Society  \s^as  detcrnilned  in  Town  ]\reetini^ 
The  first  division  occurred  in  1731-2,  when  20  persons* 
withdrew  to  form  a  Quaker  Societ3^  Tiiey  built  a  house 
in  1742  and  have  continued  their  woiship  from  that  tinie 
until  the  present,  tliough  at  this  date  there  is  but  one  fam- 
ily of  them  residin!2j  in  the  town. 

In  1743  the  inliabitants  of  "Newbury"  were  set  off  for 
a  separate  religious  Society,  and  in  the  division  of  the 
Parsonage  lands  in  1755,  £'08  3s.  Gid,,was  given  to  this  So- 
ciety, £13  14s.  G^d.  to  Newbury,  and  £5  12s.  7.kl.  to  New 
Preston  Newbury  was  the  ancient  name  of  Brookfield, 
and  was  formed  into  a  town  in  17SS,  from  puils  of  New 
^[ilford,  Danbury,  and  Newtown.  Tlie  Church  at  Brook- 
field  was  therefore  organized,  not  in  1757,  as  heretofore 
reported,  but  in  1743-4,  Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  "Neck," 
as  Bridgewater,  was  originally  called,  early  made  repre- 
sentations to  this  Society  of  the  inconvenience  of  attend- 
ing worship  here  during  ^Vinter  months.  Part  of  their 
tax  was  remitted  on  condition  iHiat  the^'  provided  preach*-. 
ing  for  themselves  during  the  Winter  ;  and  for  a  number 
of  years  jMr.  Taylor  and  ]Mr,  G-iswold  spent  one  Sabbath 
in  each  of  the  three  Winter  months  at  the  Neck.  Tin? 
Church  at  Bridge  water  was  orguni/ed  in  1809.  Bridge- 
v;ater  was  set  off  as  a  town  in  1S5(). 

There  ni>.st  have  been  EpiseT)i»alians  in  town  earlier,  but 
the  first  allusion  to  them  occurs  in  the  record  of  a  town 
Meeting  in  1744,  just  previous  to  the  death  of  3[r.  Board- 
inan  :  *'  Voted,  Tiiat  those  of  ns  who  are  of  the  Church  of 
England  shall  be  free  from  paying  any  charge  for  a  min- 
ister for  one  year,  if  circnm>tances  rem;  in  as  they  now 
are  ;  but,  if  in  the  i)rovi(lence  of  God  our  Peverend  Pas- 
tor should  be  taken  away,  then  the  said  Church  men  to 
be  under  the  same  regnlalion  as  the  rt?sL"  The  Pev.  James 
l>each,of  Newtown,  visited  New  MiUord  occasionally  be- 
tween 1710  and  1715,  ;ind  a  !av  reader  read  service  for  some 
time.  The  fust  Ki)i>eo}*aI  el<  rgym.m  who  resided  here 
Avas  Pev.  Solomon  PuIiu'T,  wie)  eauie  in  175  i.  This  So- 
ciety ('ontinued  feeble  for  n\ai5y  v^ars  ;  but  und.'r  the  20 
years  pastorate  of  the  Ih'V.  C'liailes  (I.  Aely,  just  closed, 
it  has  grown  strong  and  hea'tliy,  li  ha^  now  132  families 
itwA  2ti5  eonnnunieants. 

T!ie  Separati-ls,  or  Si  i'iet  (Nni^^reLralitUjali-ts  a>  tin  y  were 
e:ined,  built  a  mej-ting  hou^e,  in  what  is  now  the  old  cem- 
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eter3%  in  1701.  They  disbanded  in  1812,  uniting  some 
with  this  Society  and  some  with  the  Episcopalians. 

Between  1780  and  1783  the  followers  of  Jeniima  \YiI- 
kenson,  who  is  described  as  a  remarkably  comely  woman, 
with  dark  hnir  and  sparldin^  black  eyes,  built  a  house  ui 
what  is  now  the  oKI  cemeter}',  on  tl)e  hill  on  the  road  to- 
wards Xew  Preston.  They  soon  sold  this  building  to  the 
Episcopalians  and  moved  to  Geuesee,  New  York,  where 
Jemima  resided. 

The  Baptists  formed  a  small  Church  and  erected  a  house 
of  worship  in  the  lower  end  of  the  town  called  the  Neck 
(Bridgewatcr)  in  1788-90, "but  never  had  a  pastor,and  soou 
moved  elsewhere  " 

Tlio  Baptist  Ciiurcli  at  North vilkj  was  organized  Febru- 
ary 9th,  1814,  with  7  males  and  IG  female  members,  most 
of  whom  had  previously  been  connected  with  a  Baptist 
Church  in  Roxbury.  Its  present  membership  is  46.  The 
Baptist  Church  at  Gaylordsville  was  formed  abuut  1830 
and  lias  always  been  small.  Its  present  membership  is  33. 
Somewhere  about  1830  a  iTnion  Church  was  built  at  Mer- 
ryall,  which  was  used  chiefly,  but  not  wholly,  by  the  Bap- 
tists. No  Society  was  ever  formed,  and  no  service  has 
been  held  in  the  hou^e  for  20  years. 

Tiie  Rev,  Elijah  Mebard,  from  Stratford  circuit,  seems 
to  have  been  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  min  ster  who 
visited  New  Milford.  In  1815  he  preached  at  John  Wixv- 
ner's  in  Pleasant  Valley.  Others  followed,  and  in  1825  a 
Society  was  formed  in  Gaylordsville;  that  Society  still  ex- 
ists and  has  now  GO  members.  In  182G  the  ^Methodists 
erected  a  Church  at  Northville  ;  and  in  1828-9  they  erect- 
ed anotlicr  on  the  Plains  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.  It  is  to  be 
reirretted  that  these  organizations  at  Nortiiville  and  on  the 
Plains  are  both  extinct  and  have  been  so  for  twenty-five 
years.  The  ^lethodist  Church  in  the  Village  was  erected 
in  1849  and  dedicated  by  ]>ishop  Janes  in  May,  1850— the 
Rev.  \Vm.  M'Allister,  tlien  bidng  the  Prcju-her  in  charge. 
Its  present  mendjership  is  130. 

Tlie  Roman  CathoKcs  opened  a  place  for  worship  in 
ISGO-Gl,  but  had  no  residt.'nt  priest  until  lJS72.  They 
have  now  a  larg<i  congregation,  composed  almost  exclu- 
sively of  persoiis  of  foi'i'ign  birth, 

The.-e  aie  all  tiie  Reli-i.ous  Societirs  that  have  existed 
in  the  town.    Out  of  a  poi)ulatioii  of  ;v">^G  there  is  to  day 
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a  Church  membcrsliip,  exclusive  of  the  Roman  Catliolics 
of  807. 

In  1871-2,  this  Church  thoroughly  canvassed  the  town, 
exclusive  ot  New  Presloa  Society,  distributing;  Bibles  and 
Tracts,  and  carefully  reporting  the  Cliurcii  attendance  and 
preferences  of  the  people  by  families.  Of  the  707  familifs 
reported,  there  were  Congregational,  218;  Episcopal,  150; 
Methodists,  88;  Roman  Catholics,  46;  2d  Advent,  (colored! 
18  ;  Baptists,  15  ;  Jews,  3  ;  Lutherans,  2  ;  Friends,  2  . 
Reformed  Dutch,  1  ;  and  not  attending  any  Church,  158, 

With  this  general  review  of  the  Ecclesiastical  history  of 
the  town,  we  turn  now  to  consider  more  minutely  the 
liistory  of  this,  the  oldest  and  always  largest  Church  and 
Society — the  oldest  but  one  and  the  largest  in  the  County. 

There  was  no  Ecclesiastical  Society  until  after  1750. 
Until  then,  the  town  w^as  the  Society.  It  was  the  town 
that  provided  for  the  supply  of  the  pulpit,  for  the  instal- 
lation of  ministers, the  erection  and  care  of  buildings,  and 
all  expenses  connected  with  public  worsnip.  The  Church 
held  meetings  for  the  election  of  Deacons,  the  disci  inline 
of  members,  and  the  spirit ujU  interests  of  the  people.  But 
tlie  town  managed  everything  that  now  belongs  to  the  So, 
ciety.  It  was  the  town  that  invited  Mr.  Daniel  Boardman 
to  labor  here,  and  that  settled  him  as  a  pastor,  making  all 
tlie  arrangements  for  jjis  installation.  The  town  did  the 
same  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Taylor.  So  far  as  the  records 
show,  the  Church  look  no  separate  action  in  calling  its 
pastors  until  the  invitation  to  ]Mr.  Griswo]d,in  1790,wheu 
it  formally  voted,  as  has  been  the  custom  ever  since,  to 
concur  in  the  Societv^s  action.  From  1713  to  1750  a  large 
pait  of  the  business  in  Town  ^leetinii:  was  in  regard  to 
Ecclesiastical  atTairs. 

The  tirst  fleeting  House,  ''40  feet  long,  30  feet  wide, 
and  24  feet  between  "gisis,"  with  suitable  proi)orlions, '» 
was  built  in  171S  10,  but  n.>t  opened  lor  worship  until 
1720,  and  then  it  was  in  a  very  uniinish<*d  condition.  In 
1720  it  was  voted  to  wall  up  the  l:i^ts  before  Winter  and 
till  in  l)ctween  the  lathe  nnd  siuiU  with  timber  and  n\or. 
tar.  The  lloor  was  n<>t  laid  until  11'^:].  This  building 
stood  on  i\u:  highwav  on  Town  Hill,  a  few  rods  Ncu'th  of 
jul'x  nt  rtsidenee  of  M  i  <.  .1.  F.  'I  read  well  Tlie  second 
Imu.ve  of  wors  hip,  V.  i  f<  U  1oi:l',  -t  1  f<  ( t  wide,  and  27  fee 
po:-t^,"  nearly  twice  the  >i/e  of  the  llrst,  was  erected  in 
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1754,  the  town  applying-  [o  the  Genera]  Assembly  for  pow- 
er to  sell  the  old  Meetinii'  House,  and  l»>  \'Ak  non-rer^ident 
land  holders  for  buihiinii^  the  new  one.  This  buildhiii 
stood  on  the  Vilhij^^e  Green, nearly  opposite  tiie  [)resent  res- 
idence of  ^Iv.  Solomon  E.  Boslwick.  The  present  editke 
wa'^!  erected  in  1833,  and  tho\igh  much  larger  than  the  for- 
mer, for  several  3*ears  persons  wishing:  slips  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  them.  It  would  be  a  good  Centennial 
work  to  enlarge  the  building. 

The  Sabbath  Day  House  was  an  institution  that  is  un- 
known to  the  present  generation.  In  1745  the  town  voted 
"that  any  farmers,  inhabitants,  have  leave  to  build  a 
small  house  to  repair  to  on  Sabbath  day  on  the  common 
land,  provided  the  public  is  not  damnified  thereby."  TItis 
building  was  located  "North  of  the  Meeting  House  on  the 
side  of  tiie  hill."  After  the  erection  of  the  Church  on  the 
Green,  the  Sabbath  Day  House  was  binlt  orrthe  spot  where 
now  staiuis  the  house  so  long  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Acly.  It  is  di'seribed  lo  me  by  a  lady  ^till  w  ith  us  (Mrs.  Eli 
Mygatl)  who  went  tiirough  it  more  than  70  yeais  ago,  as 
a  long,  low  building,  with  four  large  rooms,  regarding 
which  frightful  stories  were  told  of  the  ghosts  that  inhab- 
ited it.  In  this  building,  farmers,  whose  homes  wt' re  dis- 
tant, stored  loatls  (/f  wood,  and  barrels  of  cider,  and  here 
they  w  .irmed  their  bean  soup,  replenished  thidr  foot-stoves 
and  regaled  theuwelves  in  the  hour  between  services.  Un- 
til 1870  the  services  were  held  morning  and  afternoon  ; 
since  1870,  the  second  service  has  been  held  in  the  evening. 

.  The  Chapel  vv-as  built  by  Individuals,  with  permis>ioQ 
of  the  Society  in  1838-0.  The  Meetnig  Houses  were  not 
heated  until  1823-5,  when  two  box  stoves  were  pur  iiUo 
Ihe  second  Meet  ins;  House.  In  November,  1833,  the  So- 
ciety voted  to  obtain  "  *2  of  Dr.  Nott's  stoves  aiul  one  ton 
of  anlhracite  coal  for  the  Winter."  Furnaces  were  put  in 
in  18G0,when  the  ('hurch  was  improved  at  a  cost  of  $5,225. 
and  land  fur  sheds  was  bought.  The  organ  was  obtained 
in  Isr.O,  at  a  cost  of  s;i,200. 

The  Parsonag(v  was  bouglit  In  August,  1870,  at  a  cost  of 
$0,000,  paid  for  by  subscription,  and  presented,  with  cer- 
tain conditions  attached,  to  the  Society.  Oriiriui^H V,  the 
people  were  called  worslnp,  as  to  all  public  meetimrs, 
by  the  beat  of  a  drum,  for  which  an  a[)pr()priaiIon  was 

nuide  in  17H>.    For  numy  years  after  the  lirst  (Tmrch 
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buildino-  was  occupied,  the  town  aimutilly  appointed  a- 
person  to  beat  the  drum  and  voled  hiiu  pay  for  his  servi- 
ces. 1  have  been  unabh?  to  discover  when  the  firsr.  bell 
was  obtained.  A  Church  clock  which  huni;  in  llie  stcephi 
of  the  second  ^leetinif  House  must  have  been  bouL;ht  about 
a  century  ai^o.  lu  1780  the  liabilities  of  the  Society  are 
thus  stated:  "Arrears  yet  due  on  account  ot  clock  £7  8s. 
5d.  and  du }  \Yidow  Prudence  OoHins,  for  sweepini;  the 
Meetin.iT  House  £1  10s.  Od. 

Until  174o  this  was  the  only  Societ}'  and  every  person 
in  town  was  taxed  for  its  support.  From  IToO  to  ITUO 
persons  who  aided  in  supportini;  other  Societies  were  by 
vote,  relieved  from  the  tax  for  t'.  e  support  of  tiiis  Society. 
There  Is  no  instance  on  record  m  whicii  a  request  for  re- 
lief on  this  plea  was  refused.  Froiu  1800,  ihoui^h  this  So- 
ciety had  the  legal  right  up  to  1811),  to  tax  ail,  only  the 
members  of  the  Societ}'  were,  in  raet,4axed  lor  its  beneht. 
Tlie  proposal  to  jueet  necessary  expunses  by  ihe  side  of 
slips  was  first  made  in  1851  and  rejected  by  a  large  major- 
ity. This  plan  was  adopted  in  18o4  and  has  continueti  un- 
til the  present.  Previous  to  that,  committees  had  from 
time  to  time  "seated  a?ul  dignitied  the  ^Meeting  House.'* 
The  resolutions  of  173G,  were,  that  "all  persons  of  the 
age  of  50  years  and  upwards  should  be  seated  in  the  lir^t 
rank  of  seats,  and  all  other  persons  according  to  the  rales 
and  taxes  they  have  paid  to  :ards  building  said  Meeting 
House."  But  fiU'  special  reasons  ot"  honor  or  inlirmity, 
persons  were  often,  by  vote,  i)laeed  in  the  highest  rank. 
In  subsequent  scalings,  it  was  usually  voted  that  "  no  per. 
son  should  be  pJact.'d  lower  than  he  had  pre vi^iusl}'  been." 

This  Society  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  received  pe- 
cuniary aid  from  sister  Churches,  or  trom  individuals  out- 
side of  iti»  own  membership.  In  IIVJ  an  agent  was  s^ni 
to  Milford  "  to  see  what  they  would  do  tor  the  support  of 
the  Gospel  here.""  Thai  appluMlion  was  proijably  to  :he 
Proprietors,  and  there  hor'-roid  ol  its  result.  Tne  Pro- 
pri(;:ors  set  apart  what  were  eailijd  "  Di>natioir'  or  "  Par- 
^ona^e  Ltouls  for  the  supixot  of  the  (iospt.l  according  lo 
Mie  Presbyterian  Cou'^regat iona I  <'nler,  in  the  town." 
I'rf.ni  these  lands  a '3  I  s.  U.f  w;v-,  given  to  Mr.  Hoardman 
^'-  I'^tri  t){  his  scttlenn;nt,  and  {-lobabiy  a  siniilar  lot  to  .Mr. 
^  \'h.i  la  \y\s  ordiu'.uion.  The  remainder  of  this  laiul  was 
•    ^      'btr*  r.  Mt  rir\M-s  bcfon.  17i>0,  and  Ihe  pr<')(*<-(Mls  givei? 
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to  the  various  Societies  within  the  t<nvn  in  proportion  lo 
tlio  "  LisC  of  their  members.  And  in  1700  the  Proprietors 
appointed  a  Commitree  to  examine  the  roads  belongin^^  to 
them,  to  narrow  them  and  sell  tlie  land  thus  obtained. 
Tins  Cammittee  completed  its  vvori\  in  1810.  Part  of  tlie 
proceeds  of  tlie  land  thus  sold  from  the  hii^hways,  ^^asdo 
nated  to  this  Society,  and  carefully  invested  in  ilartford 
Bank  Stock,  wliich  it  holds  to  this  day. 

In  179,0  Col.  Josiah  St  irr,  who  had  long  been  Treasurer, 
purchased  some  Hartford  Bank  Slock,  foi'  tlie  S(;ciety,and 
to  complete  the  payment  advanced  out  of  his  own  funds 
$192  24.  Mr.  Comstock,  a  later  Treasurer,  has  recorded 
that  this  was  never  repaid.  Col.  Starr,  doubtless,  intend- 
ed this  as  a  gift  to  the  Society. 

September  loth,  18(30,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
John  P.  Tread  well,  Esq.,  then  of  New  York,  for  the  gift 
of  §~)00  toward  the  pui'clKise  of  an  organ. 

Sei)tember  ll)th,  1831:,  a  vote  of  th  inks  to  Miss  Gratia 
M.  Merwin,for  the  d(^nation  of  §100. 

March  3d, 1870, a  vote  of  thanks  to  Koyal  I.  Canlield,  for 
$.">00,  given  for  a  permanent  fund,  the  avails  to  be  ust-d  for 
tiie  support  of  the  (iospel.  Mr.  Caniield  had  previously 
(I8l>l)  given  additional  land  for  slieds,w Inch  cost  him  §100. 

,Mr.  Homer  Beard,  who  died  February,  1871,  bequeathed 
to  the  Society  land  wnich  was  sold  for  $1,030. 

And  Mrs.  Phebe  Beard,  his  widow,  wliodied  Septembt-r, 
1874,  left  to  the  Society  property  which  netted  $83*2. 

Tills  Society  has  always  shown  a  characteristic  New  En- 
gland tlirift  and  prudence  ia  n^gard  to  its  iinances.  So 
early  as  1735,  it  appointed  a  committee  to  "take  care  of 
the  money,  coming  [vom  tiie  sale  of  the  Parsonage  lands, 
to  loan  out  said  money  on  good  and  sutlicient  security. " 
From  that  time  to  this,  the  Society  har^  always  had  money 
loaned,  invested  in  Government  securities  or  iu  Bank 
stoek.  And  in  1787,  it  was  voted  that  only  the  interest 
over  .y/.r  per  cent.,  should  be  used  for  current  expenses. 
Bui  this  rule  has  not  been  observed  or  the  Society  would 
now  be  rich. 

From  17~)2  until  1790,  all  the  educational  and  religious 
affairs  of  the  town  were  under  the  control  of  this  Socie-ty. 
It  located  tlie  Sehools,  t1\ed  tlu;  tax,  collected  it,  and  su- 
|)erintended  tlie  Schools  th rough  committi-es  annually  ap- 
pointed.   It  was,  in  fact,  the  Scliool  Society  for  the  Town, 
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and  tis  such  received  Benoni  Stebbius'  legacy.  It  fixed 
aud  collected  the  tax  for  the  salary  of  the  ministers,  "  for 
the  sweeping-  out  of  the  ^leelini!;  House."  It  ahso/msome 
measure,  managed  the  tinanoial  aJTairs  of  the  Episcopal 
Society  ;  for  in  1771,  after  appointirig  Ichabod  Bostwick 
to  gather  the  minister's  rate,  it  appointed  ''Solomon  Hod- 
kiss  to  gather  a  rate  for  3[r.  Clark."  And  in  1772  this  So- 
ciety issued  a  notice  "  to  warn  all  the  Church  people  to 
meet  together  on  .Alonda}-,  the  13lh  day  of  instant,  April, 
at  St.  John's  Church  at  8  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
then  and  there  to  consult  such  measurtis  as  they  shall 
ttunk  proper  to  procure  a  Glebe  house  for  the  liev.  Mr. 
Clark,  and  to  do  such  other  busines<^  as  slndl  b<^  ihought 
proper."  The  minutes  of  the  meeting  thus  warned  are  re 
corded  as  "a  meeting  of  the  inhal>itan(s  of  the  1st  Eccle- 
siastical Society — holden  by  the  Church  of  England." 
This  was  doubtless  done,  in  a  fraternal  spirit,  to  give  legal 
elilcacy  to  the  action  of  the  E{>iscopal  Society  in  dispos- 
ing of  one  Glebe  Mid  purchasing  another.  This  shows 
the  kindly  feeling  that  tluMi,  as  now  nnd  always,  has  gov- 
erned the  members  of  tids  Soei^^ty  '"he  Churcli  Review 
<  vol.  ii.  p.  ol7, — See  HollisttT's  Hist,  of  Conn.  vol.  ii,  p. 
545 — Note)  states  that  "  certain  Churchmen  in  Nevv  Mil- 
ford  were  tined  for  refusing  to  atieiui  the  hieetings  of  the 
established  Churcli.  Tlu-se  tines  were,  by  recommenda* 
tion  of  Mr.  Beach,  paid,  and  copies  of  the  proceedings 
taken  to  be  for\varde<I  to  the  Ivintr  and  council.  The  fact 
becoming  known,  the  atithotilies  refimded  the  money  and 
granted  permission  to  hnihi  a  church,  which  before  had 
been  refused,''  I  tl<>  not  know  tlu;  authority  of  theChureh 
Review  for  this  sfatfuu'nt  ;  but  I  do  know  that  there  is  no 
warrant  foi- it  in  'I'i'wn  or  Soeiery's  books.  There  Is  no 
record  of  anv  rrfu^al  t<>  permit  Churclunen  to  build,  nor 
of  the  remittanc<'  of  a  tiiM'  upun  any  pt^ison  for  being  ab- 
sent from  thf  wor-hip  of  ihi^  Cinirrh  ;  yet  the  hooUs  con- 
tain  records  of  >rt>irs  of  m^v^  rmdttifJir  tines  for  breacii 
of  the  Sabbath  aihl  other  miii  -r  i>i*'-\\cv<.  From  17.V2  to 
1819  this  S<)ci(  tv  had  all  the  h-j- li  riu"!iis  in  its  own  hand. 
But,  in  all  the  r^'conis  »h<  ri'  is  no  instance  of  •inylhinL'" 
like  intolerance,  or  a  disposition  to  throw  obstac^lcs  in 
the  way  of  others  :  whih-  Ih^  ii'  :tre  Hunu'i»uis  in-^tances  of 
itv  i^ciicro.-il v.  and  veadim  to  nid  iho^f  w  entertailied 
tt  fait  h  dirt'crcnt  from  its  ow  n. 
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This  Society  lias  iiiiifornily  treated  its  ministers  liouora- 
l)ly  and  kindly.    It  lias  always  acted  with  a  ^'0(k1  dcirree 
of  unanimity.    In  every  instance, except  tlje  fust, the  Socie- 
ty has  found  it  diflicult  to  unite  in  tlie  calling  of  a  pastor. 
At  such  times  feehni;;  lias  often  run  liiixh,  a.nd  wlien  a  call 
was  voted,  there  has  often  been  a  few  votes  in  the  ne;j;a 
tiv*\    But  the  call  once  <,aven  and  the  pastor  seltlcd,  [)ar- 
ties  have  disappeared  ana  all  united  m  treating  the  man 
with  the  respect  due  to  his  oilice.    Of  the  8  pastors  wIjo 
haveproccded  the  present,  3 — Boardman,  Taylor,  and 
Elliot — died  in  odice.    Mr.  Griswold  left  voluntarily,  witli. 
out  any  action  on  tae  part  of  the  Church  or  Society.  .Mr, 
Porter  resigned  because  of  his  "  physical  inability  lo  \)i^v- 
form  the  uuties  belonging  to  so  large  and  scattered  a  p:ir. 
ish."    Mr.  Murdoch  resigned  to  accept  the  invitation  of 
the  Third  Church  in  New  Haven.    In  re^rard  to  Mr.  Kood, 
the  Church  and  Society  both  voted  unanimously  that  a 
change  was  needful  for  their  well  being  ;  but  even  then, 
it  voted  him  a  gift  of  $iOOand  borrowed  the  money  to  give 
it  to  him.    In  the  only  other  instance  in  which  a  change 
was  desired,  it  was  sole'y  because  of  the  physical  infirmi- 
ty of  the  pastor,  who  was  as  universally  admired  for  his 
talents,  as  he  was  revered  for  his  character.    On  iiis  resig- 
nation, the  Societ}'  voted  hiiu  a  donation  of  $500.  The 
Society  has  always  cared  for  the  comfort  of  its  pastors 
and  been  faithful  to  its  promises  to  them.   In  the  times  of 
!Nk»ssrs. Boardman  and  Taylor  it  .vas  very  poor  and  did  not 
always  pay  promptly  ;  but  then  it  allowed  interest  on  all 
arrearages.    It  gave  3Ir.  Boardman  a  settlement  in  land 
and  increased  his  salary  from  £oO  and  40  cords  of  wood, 
good  and  suitable  for  the  fire,"  to  £12o.    It  gave  ^[r, 
Taylor  a  settlement  of  tT,000,  payable  in  installments 
within  three  years,  and  increased  his  salary  from  time  to 
time  jit  his  re(iuest.    l>ut  in  177D — *'the  time  th;it  tried 
men's  soul^"— -Mr.  Taylor,  "trusting  to  the  generosit}'  of 
the  members  of  the  Society,"  relinqiushed  his  salary  of 
£1.")0,  lawful  money,  from  .May  I  t,  1778,  to.^Iay  1st,  177U. 
And  in  178:2,        Tr.ylor,  '*  talcing  into  consideration  the 
great  burden  and  heavy  taxes  now  lying  on  the  people  by 
reason  of  the  *)reseut  war,  and  he,  being  free  and  willing 
to  bear  a  pro[)orti()nate  ))art  r>f  the  cost  and  burden  with 
(ithers  of  the  Society,"  did  *' abate  and  discharge  to  said 
Society,  the  sum  of  £30,  lawful  money"  from  what  was 
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then  due  to  him.  And  the  Society,  in  its  vote  of  thanks, 
**  allowed  that  £30  was  his  full  equal  part,  according  to 
his  interest  or  estate."  On  the  ordination  of  Mr.  (rris 
wold,  the  Society  voted  Mr.  Taylor  a  «xratuity  of  £80,  in 
addition  to  all  arrears  then  due  to  him."  ]\Ir.  Griswold's 
settlement  was  £200,  with  a  salary  of  £100,  "  payable  in 
gold  or  silver,  or  produ(!e  at  such  prices  as  he  would  ac- 
cept, with  interest  on  all  arrears.  £15  was  afterwards 
added  to  his  salary  because  he  did  not  receive  so  much 
wood  as  he  expected."  And  from  1704  to  1801  the  Socie- 
ty annually  voted  him,  usually  £30  "  in  view  of  the  hiirh 
price  of  provisions  the  current  year."''  Mr.  Elliot's  salary 
was  §550  :  but  froni  1810  to  his  death  $50  additional  was 
annually  voted  to  him  except  in  1826.  Mr.  Rood's  salary 
was  $G00,  while  Messrs.  Porter  and  Greenwood  had  $70); 
Mr.  ]\Iurdoch  accepted  the  call  of  the  Churcli  and  Society" 
at  a  salary  of  $800,  which,  on  liis  application,  was  grad- 
Ucilly  increased  to  $2,000.  And  in  18G8  members  of  the 
Society  presented  him  $1,750. 

This  statement  of  facts  shows  that  this  Society  has  aimed 
to  do  w^ell  by  its  pastors,  and  that  these  pastors  were  men 
w^ho  were  worthy  of  good  treatment. 

These  pastors  were  :~ 

1.  Daniel  Boardman — Graduated  at  Yale  College,  1700. 
was  ordained  here  November  21st,  1716,  and  died  August, 
25th,  1744. 

2.  Nathaniel  Taylor  was  born  in  Danbury,  Auicust27tli, 
1722  ;  graduat(.'d  at  Yale  College,  in  1745  ;  was  ordained 
yastor  here  June  20th,  1748,  and  died  here  December  9th, 
1800.  He  fitted  many  boys  for  College  and  married  the 
daughter  of  his  predecessor. 

3.  Stanley  Griswold  was  born  in  Torringford,  Novum. 
berl4lh,  1703;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1786;  was  or- 
dained pastor  here  Jujie  2Ulh,  17D0  ;  became  a  Cnitarian, 
threw  open  the  sacra^u•l^«^  to  all,  and  was  censured  by 
Consociation.  He  lelltown  in  lNi2,  ana  edited  a  iioliticai 
paper  in  New  Hauipshiie.  In  \^')~)  he  was  apj)oiMted  Sec 
retary  of  Michigan  Territoiy.  In  ISMO  lie  was  sent  to  the 
U.  S.  Senate,  was  afterward-^  t'Uief  Judge  of  the  N.  W. 
Territory, and  died  at  Sha wneef  ow  n,  111. ,  Avigust  25th,  1815, 
aged  52. 

This  Chureh  and  S'>eieiy  united  in  forming  the  Litch. 
field  South  Corwociation.  on  .hily  Tih,  1752.    Ihii  feeling 


agi^neved  by  the  action  of  tlie  Association  and  Consocia- 
tion in  relation  to  Mr.  (rriswold,  tlie  Society,  Sei)tcniljcr 
18'J'j,  by  u  unanimous  vote  withdrew  from  said  Consocia" 
tion,  for  intermcddlinif  in  tlic  i)tivate  atiuirs  of  tliis  Socie- 
ty and  excomniunicvitinu;  the  paslor  unheard  in  liis  own  de- 
fence. It  stood  unconsociated  until  the  installation  of  Mi- 
Elliot,  when  dioppini;  Mie  half-way  covenant,  which  was 
adopted  here  in  ITGl),  it  was  received  into  the  Fairtield 
Consociation,  February  3 ith,  ISJS.  It  returned  to  Litch- 
fidd  South  Consociation,  April  27th,  183(3. 

4.  Andrew  Elliot,  son  of  Uev.  Andrew  Elliot,  of  Fair- 
field ;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1790  ;  was  ordained 
pastor  here  February  24:th,  1808,  and  labored  most  sue 
cessfully  until  his  death,  May  0th,  1829.  No  pastor  or  this 
Cliurch  has  exerted  a  more  powerful  and  healthy  influence 
upon  the  town  than  Mr.  Elliot,  The  most  extensive  and 
i^enuine  revival  that  ever  blessed  this  community,  was  un 
der  his  ministry. 

5.  Heman  Rood  was  born  in  Vermont  ;  j^raduated  at 
Middlebury  College  in  1819,  and  Seminary  in  1825  ;  was 
ordained  pastor  at  Gihnanton,  N.  H.,  June  12th,  182u~o0  ; 
was  p  istor  in  New  Milford  from  1830  to  1835.  Mr.  Rood's 
pastorate  was  the  briefest  this  Church  has  ever  had.  He 
was  afterwards  piofessor  in  the  Tlieological  Seminary,  at 
Gilmanton,  N.  11.,  7  years. 

t».  Noah  Porter,  son  of  Rev.  Noah  Porter,  D.  D.,  of 
Farmington,  was  born  December  14th,  1811;  graduated  at 
Yale  College,  in  1831  ;  at  Yale  Seminary,  in  183G;  was  or- 
dained pastor  here  April  27th, 1S3G, and  resigned  December 
31st,  1812  ;  after  serving  the  South  Church,  Springfield, 
Mass.,  4  years,  he  then  became  a  professor  in  Yale  Univer- 
sity of  which  institution  he  was  elected  President,  and  in- 
augurated October  llth,  1871. 

7.  John  Greenwood  was  born  in  Berwick,  Yorkshire* 
England,  June  olh,  1794,  and  was  ordiiined  pastor  at  iioys. 
ton,  Cambi idgshire,  June  20th,  1822— July  17th,  183G  ;  in. 
stalled  pastor  at  Bethel,  April  18th,  183>8— February  1812; 
after  serving  this  Churcli  as  settled  pastor  for  one  year, he 
was  installed  pastor  April 2 1th,  1844, and  resigned  May  19th, 
1849.  In  1813  he  received  the  honorable  degree  of  A.  31. 
from  Yale  College. 

8.  Daviil  Murdoch,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland;  grad- 
uated at  Union  College,  in  1815  ;  Union  Theological  Sem- 
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inary,  1848;  ordained  pastor  here  September  18tli,18oO,and 
remained  until  September  28th,  18G9.  He  was  installed  pas- 
tor of  the  New  Haven  Tliird  Ciuirch, October  1st, 1809, and 
remained  until  May  15th,  1871. 

9.  James  B.  Bonar  graduated  at  Wabash  College,  1853; 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  1856;  ordain- 

e(i  by  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York, 

March  18th,  1857;  installed  pastor  iVmerican  Presbyterian 
Church,  ^Montreal,  Canada,  June  Gih,  185  7,  and  left  in  1860 
He  was  installed  pastor  at  New  Milford,  June  oOth,  1870- 

The  Church  connected  with  this  Society  was  organized 
November  21st,  1716,  with  8  male  and  5  female  members. 
During  the  first  pastorate  225  more  were  added  b\' profes- 
sion and  letter.  During  Mr.  Taylor's  ministry  of  42  years. 
301  names  were  added  to  the  roll.  Mr,  Grisw^old  kept  a 
full  record  of  Baptisms,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  daring  his 
entire  minl.stry.  His  list  of  admissions  to  the  Church  is 
only  to  January  1st,  1797.  From  that  date  he  seems  to 
have  invited  all  persons  to  the  Sacraments.  Under  his 
nuuistry  only  31  persons  united  with  the  Cliurch.  At  his 
ordination  Mv.  Elliott  found  only  -13  memb'n\s-— showing 
bow  the  Church  had  been  broken  up  in  the  8  years  pre- 
ceding. Nine  years  later,  after  the  Church  at  Bridgewater 
had  been  formed,  Mr.  Elliott  reports  a  membership  of 
118  ;  but  this  vas  before  the  revival  that  moved  the  town. 
Three  hundred  and  nineteen  members  were  added  to  the 
Church  during  Mr.  Elliot's  ministry — most  of  them  on 
profession  of  faith.  There  were  added  to  the  Church  un- 
der Mr.  Rood,  153,  Mr.  Porter,  116.  and  Mr.Greenwood,  46 
After  the  retiren^ent  of  >Ir.  (Jreenwood  Rev.  E.  W.  An- 
drews was  acting  pastor  for  6  or  8  months,  and  receiv(Mi 
03  persons  to  Church  fellowship.  In  the  19  years  of  Mr. 
Mtirdoch's  ministry  there  were  added  to  the  Church,  243 
persons;  and  under  the  prt'>t*?»l  pastorate  of  6  years  80  have 
been  received.  The  nuir.b^r  r;f  n:iiiu-s  on  the  Ciiurcli  roll 
up  to  this  date  is  1593.  In  1-^'>1  tht-To  was  a  rei)orted  mem. 
b(trship  of  476  ;  but  the  V'A\  hn  l  n.)t  bt-eii  revised  and  cor- 
rected since  1836.  A  can-ful  lifting  of  ihe  li>t  in  the  Fall 
of  IH70,  showed  a  diureh  mrmixT^hip  of  lUOatllie  begin- 
ning of  the  present  pa-torate.  The  actual  me!::ber>hip  to- 
day is  ;*.:J2-~27  of  them  over  75  vt  ar^  <>t"  age,  ami  one  (»f 
thv  Mi  ov^'r  loi)  years.  At  ihr  h^vid  of  thr  list  is  Mrs.  Fully 
Cunr\rlil  who  united  in  1^12.  Two  per^on^.are  .^aid  to  have 
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•  years  of  ii'j:e--H.irry  CarpL> 


died  in  this  town  over  lOJ  years  of  ii'j:e--Tl.irry  CarpLUiter 
a  colored  mun,  and  Noali  Nodine,  who  was  born  in  tlie 
17th  century  and  died  in  the  19tli.  3Iiss  Sally  Northrop, 
who  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  her  100th  birthday  on 
the  2Sth  of  Jane  is  still  living. 

DuriniT  the  last  century,  the  Church  was  sensitive  as  to 
the  character  of  its  Deacons.  ^  Instead  of  electing  bi  ethren 
at  once  to  the  office,  it  choose  Lhetn  to  serve  during  the 
Church's  pleasure.  If  acceptable  after  one  or  t  a'o  years 
trial,  they  w^ere,  by  vote,  *'  established  as  Deacons."  And 
in  1750  the  Churcii  voted  that  one  brother,  who  had  thus 
been  on  trial  for  two  years,  "  should  not  be  establislied  in 
the  office  of  Djacon,"  Twenty-one  persons  have  so  far 
served  the  Church  in  this  office  viz  : — Samuel  Brownson, 
James  Prime,  John  Bostwick,  Job  Terrill,  Samuel  Caniield, 
Bushnell  Bostwick,  Roger  Sherman,  Benjamin  Gaylord, 
John  Hitchcock,  Sherman  Boardman,  Elizur  Warner, 
Joseph  Merwin,  Dobson  AY.  M'Mahon,  John  Beecher, 
ITicanor  Stilson,  Geo.  \Y.  Whittelsey,  Geradus  Roberts, 
Seymour  B.  Green,  William  Hine,  John  J.  Conklin,  and 
Ethiel  S.  Green.  From  1716  to  1803,  the  Lord's  Supper 
was  administered  4  times  a  year  ;  since  1808,  every  two 
months. 

Nineteen  men  from  this  Church  have  entered  the  Gos- 
pel ministry,  viz  : — 

1.  David  Bostwick,  born  here  January  8th,  17:31  ;  w^as 
ordained  pastor  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  October  9th,  1745,  where 
he  stayed  until  174G.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Cliurch,  in  New  York  City,  in  1756,  and  died 
in  17G3.  His  work  on  Infant  Baptism  was  published  here 
and  in  England,  and  republisiied  in  1837. 

3.  Joseph  Treat;  graduaieii  at  Princeton  College,  i!i 
1757.  He  was  ordained  pastor  colleague  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Bostwick,  First  Presbyterian  Cliurch,  N.  Y.  City,  in  1762, 
where  he  remained  until  1784. 

'S.  David  Brownson;  graduated  at  Yale  College, in  1763, 
and  was  ordained  pastor  at  Oxford  in  1764,  staying  until 
1779.    He  iiied  in  1806. 

4.  Benjamin  Wildman  ;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in 
1758  ;  was  ordained  pastor  at  Southbury,  in  1766  and  died 
in  1812. 

5.  WhitUKJ!!  Welch;  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1762, 
and  died  in  1776. 
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6.  Gideon  Bostwick  was  born  here  in  1742  ;  graduated 
at  Yale  Collep;e  in  17G'3.  lie  was  a  teacher  of  the  Classical 
School  established  in  Great  Barrington,  ^lass.,  by  Dr. 
Whiting,  Col.  D wight  and  other  members  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  1766.  Invited  to  act  as  Lay  reader,  he  went 
to  England  and  received  orders  from  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, and  was  Rector  at  Great  Barrington,  from  1767  to 
1793.  He  died  here  while  on  a  visit  to  3[rs.  Boardman, 
who  was  Dr.  Whiting's  daughter.  [Sec  Schroeder's  Me- 
morial of  Mrs.  ]M.  A.  Boardman.] 

7.  David  Sandford  was  born  in  Milford, December  11th, 
1737  ;  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1755  ;  was  ordained 
pastor  at  Med  way,  Mass.,  April  14th,  1763,  and  continued 
there  until  April  7th,  1810. 

8.  John  Stevens  ;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1779  ; 
was  licensed  by  Litchfield  South  Association,  1780,  and 
died  in  1799. 

9.  David  Baldwin. 

10.  Daniel  Marsh  was  born  in  17G2  ;  graduated  at  Wil. 
liams  College  ;  was  pastor  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  from  1806 
to  1820  ;  died  at  Janesville,  New  York,  in  1843. 

11.  Nathaniel  W.Taylor, grandson  of  the  second  pastor  of 
this  Church,  was  born  here,  June  13,  1786  ;  graduated  at 
Yale  College,  in  1807  ;  converted  in  College  ;  was  onhiln. 
ed  pastor  at  New  Haven,  on  iliv,  tirst  of  xVpril,  1S12,  and 
retained  the  position  until  Decem'oer  1S22.  He  was  then 
Professor  in  Yale  College  The<)logic;d  Seminary,  and  died 
in  1858.  He  trained  nt-arly  700  young  men  for  the  nunis- 
trv. 

12.  Charles  A.  Boardman;  was  pastor  at  New  Preston- 
from  June  1818,  until  March  1S30  ;  was  installed  pastor  at 
New  Haven,  on  the  thiril  of  Miuch,  18-)0,  remaining  until 
September  1832.  He  wa-^  aLso  installed  pastor  at  West- 
port,  February  1833,  and  stayed  uuiil  December  1836.  He 
died  in  1860. 

13.  Orlo  D.  nine  was  b<Tn  ht-re.  October  28,  1815; 
£rraduated  at  Yale  ColW  ue.  ia  I'^^m  ;  was  ordained  pastor 
at  Clinton,  April  14lh,  b^H.  laboring  there  until  October 
25th,  1842.  He  was  also  acUng  i)a^tor  at  Fair  Haven, Vt., 
from  IS43  to  bs IT)  ;  acting  pa-t--r  :il  Pontitic,  Mich.,  from 
tS46to  1851  ;  ins^dled  pa-i.>r  ai  North  \Voo<l^{oek,  Jan- 
uary tUh,  1S52,  and  stayed  until  Xv^ Vi  ni!)fr  r>i.h,  bs,-)5;  and 
was  nj>talled  pastor  at  Lfban(.'n  the  lir^t  of  2iiay  1856, 
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U.  Mcrrit  S.  Piatt  w;.s  br)r:\  in  ISDj  ;  i^raduated  at 
Hainilton  Colleii;e  ;  was  ordaiiu'd  pastor  atMculison,  X.Y. 
Scpt  ar.bor  IS'jT,  i'(Miiainin<^  until  ISo-j  ;  \var^  actinii^  ])asr()r 
at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  1835,  st.iyini:  initil  I80I  ;  was  a'so 
ac'tinir  pastor  at  Glassboro,  New  Field,  Franklin,  New 
Jersey,  in  18G4.    He  is  still  living. 

15.  Eliezur  Bceeher,  ordained  by  the  Baptists  about 
1814  ;  was  never  settled  ;  preached  mainly  in  this  town. 

IG.  Asahel  Bronson  was  ordained  about  1820  or  1825; 
supposed  to  be  dead. 

IT.  John  Treat  Baldwin  ;  f^raduated  at  Princeton  Col- 
leise  ;  was  ordained  about  1820.    He  is  still  living. 

18.  George  Todd  ;  graduated  at  Yale  College  about 
1820  or  1825  ;  supposed  to  be  living. 

19.  GecM-ge  Sterling  was  ordained  pastor  at  Wayland, 
Mich.,  December,  1874. 

At  least  four  men  in  this  town  have  been  nctive  in 
tional  affairs.  The  most  distinguished  was  RogL^r  Slier- 
man,  a  native  of  ^Mass.,  who  came  here  in  174^?.  He  was 
clerk  to  this  Ecclesiastical  Society,  from  1753  to  17(31,  and 
established  in  tiie  ofhce  of  Deacon  i*-*  1757.  Here  he 
wrought  as  a  shoemaker,  aided  his  brother  in  ,the  store, 
and  in  1745  was  appointed  land  surveyor  for  the  County. 
Removing  to  New  Haven  in  1761,  he  became  judge  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  a  member  of  the  upper  House  in 
tlie  Legislature,  and  judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  In  1774 
he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  first  Congress,  in  which 
he  continued  untd  his  death,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the 
Senate,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1791.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor's  Council  of  safety,  and  Mayor  ot" 
New  Haven  from  1784  to  his  death,  Jul3\2od,  171)o.-  In 
the  Conirress  of  1776  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
aj)pointed  to  draft  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  as 
well  as  of  many  of  the  other  most  important  Committees, 
and  he  was  also  a  metnber  of  the  board  of  war,  and  of  the 
board  of  troa-ury.  His  services  to  the  Country  were  in- 
valuable, and  few  of  his  contempories  left  their  impress 
more  clearly  upon  American  institutions. 

Elijah  Boardman,  third  son  of  Deacon  Sherman  Board- 
nian,  and  grandson  of  the  tirsi  pasior  of  this  Church,  was 
l)orn  March,  7,  FiiU).  In  1821  he  was  elected  to  the  U.  S. 
Senate;  he  diotl  August  18th,  182:3.  Mi.  Boardnian's  ear- 
lier years  were  in  connection  with  this  Society;  but  hav 
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ing  aiarried  a  daughter  of  the  aforementioned  Dr.  Whit- 
ing, a  zealous  Episcopalian  who  engaged  in  a  pamphlet 
controversy  with  Dr.  Rillamy,  he  afterwards  identified 
himself  with  the  .  Episcopal  Church  and  died  in  its  com- 
munion. 

Perry  Smith,  who  died  in  18"52,  was  elected  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  Senate  in  183(5,  and  served  one  term.  He 
was  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Society. 

Orange  ^lerwin,  born  here  July  3,  1776,  was  in  Con 
gress  in  1826-7,  during  the  admini>tration  of  Joiin  Quin- 
cey  Adams.    He  died  September  5th,  1854.-  He  was  a 
member  of  this  Society. 

The  Sabbath  School  was  begun  in  1812  or  14  by  Rev. 
J^rr.  Elliott,  who  for  some  time  was  tlie  only  teacher.  The 
first  appropriation  of  money  for  its  beuelitby  the  Church 
was  in  1821.  The  present  membership  of  tlie  Sabbath 
School  is  300.  The  Infant  Class  in  the  Chapel  was  begun, 
under  its  present  teacher,  Miss  Isabella  Wilson,  in  1872. 

Under  ^Ir.  Elliott's  ministry,  prayer  meetings  became 
common  in  the  town.  They  were  h(.'ld  on  Sundays  be- 
tween services,  in  the  I'own  House  and  in  the  school 
houses  of  the  outlving  ilistricts.  In  times  of  religious  in- 
terest many  week  day  meetings  were  held  in  various 
places.  A  Saturday  evening  prayer  meeting  was  held  for 
years  in  the  parlors  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli  Mygatt,  when 
ihey  lived  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  Sanford  and  afterwards  in  the  Town  house.  But  no 
re<^ular  mid-week  Church  afternoon  service  was  establisli- 
ed  until  during  Mr.  Hood's  ])ast(>rai«.',wlicn  the  Friday  after- 
noon meeting  was  begun.  Tin*  Tuesday  evening  meeting 
was  commenced  m  isf).")  or  66.  The  Mother's  ^Monthly 
Prayer  Meeting  began  in  ISG'J. 

Tlu*  uifl-^  to  the  Church,  so  far,  are  these  :  July  14th, 
ISlo,  Deacon  Dobson,  and  W .  MMalion  gave  the  Church 
^100,  the  intert'si  to  Ik- u-.-d  for  r.-lii-f  of  i»oornu.':nljers,or 
for  books.  Fi'bruary  2«'.ih.  1^2«l.  i)ra(a)ri  M  .MjiUon  gave 
§100   to  be  UM'd  for  tliC  viMM-  purpns,,.. 

In  1811  Miss  Lois  Wt-il-  i:av.'  ihe  Chun-h  ^200  for  llie 
relief  of  the  poor,  sick  au'l  destitute  feniaK?  members. 

Mrs.  Anna  Hine,  \vid'»w  «»f  Stcplifii,  who  ilied  in  l^ol 
i,r  2  b<-.jU(':itlu-d  .'<2i)'i  t.)  t'!oirv!». 

.Vnd  in  .lanuarv  «*»!!».  1^''  '.  ^^'^^  S  .lly  Northrop,  who 
eoiupirird  Imt  PMMh  a  Irw  days  ago,  gave  ,^200  to 

he  ndd'  d  to  llie  ('liur*"h  KimhI. 
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The  Henevoltjiu  Libniry  originated  in  the  gifts  of  Dea 
con  M^M.'ihon  Col.  Samuel  Canfield  and  Philo  N.  Hea- 
cock,  who  took  great  interest  in  it.  No  additions  have 
been  made  to  it  for  some  years.  It  consists  of  about  GOO 
volumes  of  standard  works,  and  merits  more  attention 
tlKin  it  has  lately  received. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  anv  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
money  contributed  by  this  Ciiurch  and  Socict}',  to  relig- 
ious and  benevolent  objects.  Until  after  the  installation 
of  Mr.  Porter  tliere  was  no  system  or  regularity  in  its 
charities.  Collections  were  taken  up  as  the  town  was  vis- 
ited by  ai]:ents,  or  as  necessity  seemed  to  require.  It  is 
thought  that  contributions  have  been  made  regularly  to 
the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  and  the  Am.  H.  :M.  S.,  ever  since 
these  societies  were  formed.  Tiie  oldest  record  of  any 
contribution  by  this  Congreg  ition  is  the  receipt  of  the 
County  Treasurer  for  £94  10s.  Od.  which  this  Society 
gave  "for  the  suffering  and  distressed  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  New  ilaven,  Fairtield  and  Norwalk.'*  This  re- 
ceipt is  dated  September  ITTi),  three  months  after  the 
towns  nauied  had  b  ien  sicked  by  Mijor  General  Tryon. 

From  ISoG  to  iSTi  the  Congregatiju  contributed  regu- 
larly to  the  Am.  Ed.,  the  Bible,  the  A.  II.  M.,  the  Sea- 
men's F.  &  S.  S.  UuioQ,  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  and  the  A. 
Tract  Societies  Since  ISTl  we  have  contributed  annual- 
ly to  the  Bible  S.,  Cougreg  ition  d  Union,  A.  11.  M.  S., 
Fund  for  Disabled  Ministers  and  their  widows,  the  A.  B. 
C.  F.  M.,  and  the  A.  M.  Association, 

The  Rev.  W.  II.  Moore  states  that,  in  the  17  years  from 
1859  to  lS7o,  this  Congregation  conlributed  r$  18,870.53. 
Dividing  this  into  two  periods,  he  finds  that  in  the  first 
nine  years  you  gave  $  5, 703  93,  and  in  the  last  eight  years 
!j 1 1, 8 10. 0:3,  a  gratifying  increase,  which,  it  is  iioped  we 
shail  fully  maintain. 

The  Ladies'  Mite  Society  was  formed  in  1S17  as  a  Dor- 
cas Society,  For  50  ye;w.s  it  h  is  annually  contributed 
about  JjT5,  dis  itled  bi'twecn  A.  II.  M.  S.,  Seamen's  F.  and 
A.  Ed,  Sec ic! ties. 

The  Auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  B.  of  .Missions  was  form- 
ed in  M  ay  1873,  "  The  Gtdden  Links,"  and  ''Star  Circle" 
a  year  lat(M\  These  organizations  last  year,  together,con- 
tributed  pS'J. 

Such,  in  brief,  brethren,  is  the  story  of  your  Church, 
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Society  and  town.  It  is  one  of  .vliicli  you  need  not  be 
aslmmcd.  A  careful  study  of  these  old  records  has  in- 
crease.l  my  respect  and  reverence  for  the  men  of  the  past. 
Their  courai:^e  in  facini:^  dillicuUles,  their  heroic  endur- 
ance of  [>riv'al:iou  >,th2ir  sturdy  independence. their  deliirht 
in  the  ordinances  of  tlie  G.)spel,  their  readiness  to  assiu 
each  other,  and  their  njenerosity  towards  those  who  differ 
ed  from  them  in  opinion,  are  worthy  not  only  of  warm 
praise,  but  of  careful  imitation. 

And  yet  these  men  of  the  past  were  not  all  saints  and 
patriots.  In  177{>  thtjre  were  some  bitter  tories  here:  One 
of  these  was  compelled  by  a  company  of  rifieinen  to  walK 
before  them  from  N"ew  Milford  to  liitchfield  carryini^  one 
of  his  own  geese  the  entire  distance  At  Litchfield  they 
tarred  him.  made  him  pluck  his  own  ij^oose,  bestowed  the 
feathers  upon  him,  aiid  drummed  him  out  of  the  place> 
after  obi  lining  him  to  kneel  down  and  thank  them  for  their 
leniency.  And  in  1757  David  Ferriss  was  paid  lis. out  of  the 
Society's  treasury,to  reimburse  him  for  counterfeit  money 
which  he  had  received  as  C  ollector.  This  nest  of  conn 
terfeiters  was  not  broken  up  until  17GS.  when  a  dozen  of 
tliem  were  arrested.  The  old  Ciiurch  books  show  that 
immorality  was  not  unknown  among  Church  members. 
The  pastoral  letter  which  was  issued  to  the  Churches  by  the 
Litchfield  South  Consociation  in  1752,  reveals  a  state  of 
things  in  these  Churches  worse  than  any  known  to-day, 
Sixty  years  ago  (181G)  there  was  a  distillery  in  every  town 
— 109  in  Litchfield  County, — 2i)  of  them  in  New  Milford, 
To  day  there  are  three  distilleries  in  town,  and  soon  it  is 
hoped  thise  will  disappear  and  the  nine  places  licensed  to 
sell  liquors. 

There  is  abundant  cause  for  irratitude.  There  has  been 
progress  in  every  iliroctlon  In  our  beautiful  village — 
tlian  which  there  is  not  now  a  lovlier  or  a  healthier  in 
Xew  England — with  our  system  of  concrete  walks,  lamps 
and  water  works, our -u!>>:;inti;il  Town  ll  ill  and  enlarged 
school  pri vilt!gi?s--w(;  may  h'Ti'  sp  -uii  lite  ;is  pleasantly 
and  i)rolirabIy,  doing  the  v.  ill  of  (^i)d  from  the  heart — as 
was  could  anywln.'re  on  th^^  ta.  ;*  of  the  globe.  With  all 
these  blessings  and  piivil  'ges  iht-re  is,  of  course,  an  in- 
creased res[)onsl!)ility.  It  l>eeo:n^s  ns  to  conserve  and 
ifupriive  all  that  the  fathers  have  left  us,  :iiul  hand  down 
afi  unim[>aired  inhurifanee  to  ti)<'  I'l-Ufrations  that  are  to 
follow. 
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